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FRANK  W.  WILEY,  DIRECTOR 


137  PIPERS  DAMAGED  IN  EASTERN  FLOOD 

Floods  with  90  mile  per  hour  winds  which  put  the  as- 
sembly line  eight  leet  under  water  have  seriously  damaged 
137  aircraft  at  the  Piper  Aircraft  Corporation  plant,  Lock 
Haven.  Pa.  Factory  representatives  estimate  the  damage  at 
about  $160,000.  part  of  which  is  covered  by  insurance.  All 
but  about  50  of  the  137  aircraft  were  damaged  so  badly  that 
they  will  be  junked  A similar  flood  In  1946  damaged  air 
craft  which  were  sold  at  reduced  prices.  Subsequent  trouble 
with  them  and  the  fact  that  cost  of  reassembly  often  ex 
ceeds  the  cost  of  new  equipment  has  resulted  in  the  decision 
to  consider  most  of  the  aircraft  total  losses.  Flight  demon- 
strations of  the  Piper  1951  models,  scheduled  for  next  week 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  have  been  cancelled  since,  as  3ales 
Manager  Jake  Miller  states,  "We  haven't  got  an  airplane.” 
The  demonstrations  will  probably  be  held  early  in  January. 

NEW  WRINKLE 

A new  use  of  the  airplane  in  business  has  been  brought 
out  by  Schnathorst  Truck  Lines,  Inc,,  of  Marshallton.  Illlnoist 
They  are  setting  a stiff  pace  for  competition  since  their 
company  purchased  an  airplane.  They  specialize  in  truck- 
ing cattle  to  Chicago  stock  yards,  a matter  ol  It)  or  12  hours 
of  hard  riding  for  the  cattle  owners  who  usually  ride  along 
in  the  truck  to  be  on  hand  at  the  sale.  Now  by  using  thel: 
airplane  they  fly  their  customers  to  Chicago  at  no  extra 
cost,  thus  relieving  them  of  the  long  truck  trip.  It  is  now 
possible  for  the  farmer  to  get  all  his  chores  done,  fly  into 
Chicago  lor  the  sale  and  return  home  the  same  afternoon. 


IT'S  MOSTLY  ATTITUDE 

"The  idea  that  'It  can't  happen  to  me'  causes  most  ac- 
cidents. The  pilot  who  has  never  had  an  accident  begins  to 
feel  that  he  is  immune,  and  that  he  can  take  a chance  now 
and  then.  The  accident  repeater  feels  that  his  accidents  are 
the  other  fellow's  fault  or  that  he  is  unlucky.  The  truth  is 
that  he  may  be  just  plain  lazy  and  won't  take  the  trouble  to 
follow  the  rules  which  experience  have  shown  to  be  neces- 
sary. Others  are  in  a hurry,  or  would  rather  think  about 
last  night's  date,  or  just  don't  think. I 'Ignorance  may  cause 
accidents  when  a pilot  or  mechanic  is  afraid  or  ashamed  to 
ask  an  old  timer  lor  advice.  Maybe  they  feel  belittled  to 
admit  that  someone  else  might  know  more  than  they  do.  It's 
a good  idea  to  sit  down  and  make  a list  of  all  the  things 
that  you  need  to  do  to  be  an  alert  pilot.  Check  up  on  your 
proficiency,  your  tendency  to  daydream  in  flight,  and  how 
carefully  you  make  preflight  checks.  Don't  be  an  accident 
going  somewhere  to  happen!" 


CAA  BOOKLET  AVAILABLE  FOR  AVIATION  GROUPS 

The  Air  Fair,  a 34-page  illustrated  booklet  Issued  re- 
cently by  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Administration,  will  be  of 
particular  Interest  to  groups  planning  air  shows,  cross- 
country flights,  fly-in  breakfasts,  airport  dedications  and 
other  types  of  air  activities.  Detailed  instructions  and  hints 
on  planning  and  conducting  practically  all  types  of  air 
programs  are  included  in  the  booklet  which  is  available 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  printing 
Office,  Washington  25.  D C , at  twenty  cents  per  copy 
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FULL  OF  COCKTAILS.  LANDING  GEAR  WORKS 

Over  Prestwick,  Scotland,  passengers  on  an  Icelandic 
Airways  plane  drank  a hearty  toast  to  pilot  Tony  Jonsson 
for  his  Ingenuity  in  getting  them  safely  back  to  earth  after 
an  emergency.  A broken  oil  feed  line  had  thrown  the 
plane's  hydraulic  system  out  of  commission  just  as  the  pilot 
was  about  to  land  at  the  nearby  airport  The  pilot  gained 
altitude  and  signaled  the  control  tower  that  he  had  to  make 
an  emergency  landing,  which  might  be  difficult.  Mr.  Jonsson 
then  called  for  several  bottle  of  cocktails  from  the  aircraft's 
bar,  and  poured  the  entire  contents  into  the  faulty  hydraulic 
system.  It  workedl 


WAGONS  TO  AIRPLANES 

In  1875  Mrs.  Juniatta  Baker  crossed  the  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska prairies  in  a covered  wagon.  Recently  she  alighted 
from  a United  Air  Lines  plane  here  after  her  first  flight  to 
complete  her  experience  in  the  progress  of  transportation. 
The  81 -year-old  grandmother  from  Seward,  Nebraska,  said 
she  enjoyed  the  trip. 

—TIMES  NEWS.  Twin  Falls.  Idaho 


WALTER  BEECH  DIES 

Walter  H.  Beech,  59,  founder,  president  and  chairman  of 
the  board  of  Beech  Aircraft  Corp.,  died  of  a heart  attack  in 
Wichita.  Kansas,  November  29th.  Beech  was  stricken  at  a 
supper  club  and  died  shortly  after  reaching  the  hospital. 


DOCTOR  STILL  FLIES  AT  77 

Dr.  Frank  A.  Brewster,  founder  of  Brewster  Hospital  and 
clinic,  Holdrege,  Nebraska,  first  attained  fame  as  a "flying 
doctor"  who  traveled  the  area  by  plane  to  perform  surgery, 
guided  by  a bed  sheet  flown  from  a windmill  on  lonesome 
farmyards.  Now,  77,  Dr.  Brewster  still  pilots  his  own  plane. 


MARVELOUS  MONTANA 

The  Commission,  through  the  use  of  its  airplane  helped 
stimulate  publicity  in  some  of  the  prominent  and  most  influ- 
ental  newspapers  in  the  United  States  by  flying  Nationally 
known  sports  writers  on  part  of  their  tour  in  Montana  during 
the  summer. 

202  s BACK  IN  SERVICE  FOR  NWA 

Starling  November  23rd,  Northwest  Airlines  renewed  a 
limited  number  of  Martin  202  flights  following  expedited  in- 
spection of  the  planes  at  NWA's  base  and  at  the  Glenn  L. 
Martin  Company.  NWA  president.  Croil  Hunter,  stated  that 
the  inspections  confirmed  that  there  were  no  structural  de- 
ficiencies in  the  airplane. 

BLUE  GRASS? 

Blueprints  required  for  one  of  the  Air  Force's  big  bomb- 
ers would  cover  125  football  fields! 

BORN  SAFE 

The  average  airline  passenger  would  have  to  fly  62 
million  miles  or  3.800  times  around  the  world  before  becom- 
ing involved  in  an  air  accident 


THE  MONTANA  AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION 
is  a 

"Member  of  the  National  Association  of  State  Aviation  Officials” 

PURPOSE:  "To  foster  aviation  as  an  Industry,  n-v  a mode  of  transportation  for  persons  and  property  and  ns  an  arm  of 

tin-  national  defense,  to  Join  with  the  Federal  Government  and  other  groups  in  research.  development,  and  adviun-einent  of  avia- 
tion; to  develop  uniform  aviation  laws  nnd  regulations,  and  to  otherwise  encourage  co-operation  and  mutual  aid  among  the  sev- 
eral states." 


AIR  AGE  EDUCATION 

The  Stale  Department  ol  Public  Instruction  and  the 
Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  have  initiated  a program 
of  Air  Age  education  which  will  Include  a $100  scholarship 
In  each  of  the  five  state  college  units. 

The  Education  Training  Department  of  each  college  may 
present  the  scholarship  to  an  interested  teacher  trainee  who 
will  prepare  Air-Age  planning  for  the  guidance  of  teachers  in 
Integration  of  Aviation  material  In  courses  at  grade  school 
and  high  school  level.  Reference  material  will  be  dis- 
tributed to  all  elementary  schools  throughout  the  state.  The 
Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  obtained  aviation 
source  books  which  will  be  sent  to  all  schools  to  be  placed 
In  school  library s. 

The  program  Is  being  directed  by  Miss  Genevlve 
Squires  of  the  Stale  Department  of  Public  Instruction  Mr. 
Roscoe  Bancroft.  Regional  Education  Director  for  the  CAA  is 
acting  as  consultant. 

FAN  MARKERS? 

We  are  all  lamllar  with  the  symbol  for  fan  markers  as 
shown  on  aeronautical  charts.  The  writer  has  always  sup- 
posed that  the  elliptical  pattern  shown  on  the  map  desig- 
nated the  area  within  which  the  marker  signal  would  be 
heard  or  the  red  light  would  light.  "Taint  so."  the  signal 
Is  receivable  in  a cone  pattern  and  may  vary  in  area  de- 
pending on  volume  of  receiver  setting  and  characteristics  of 
installation  which  may  differ  in  different  aircraft  Not  that  1 
ever  expect  to  use  one — I hope. 


DON'T  FORGET 

Ice  crystals  or  snow  on  wings  can  destroy  lift  prevent 
Ing  you  from  getting  off.  Be  sure  wing  surface  is  clean  and 
dry  before  attempling  a take  off. 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  is  taking  this  op- 
portunity to  wish  you,  as  a Montana  pilot,  a very  Merry 
Christmas.  The  Commission  has  a common  interest  with 
you  In  a sincere  desire  to  further  the  development  of  the  use 
of  the  airplane  in  Montana.  To  encourage  the  development 
of  facilities  to  increase  the  use  of  the  airplane  as  a safe  and 
economical  means  of  transportation.  Let  us  work  together 
with  these  objectives  always  in  mind. 

Sincerely, 

Arthur  J.  M.  Johnson 
Chairman. 

REGISTER  AND  GET  YOUR  NEWSLETTER 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  News  Letter  will 
be  distributed  to  all  registered  pilots.  The  1951  registration 
cards  will  be  available  at  airports  as  soon  as  they  are  re- 
ceived from  the  printer.  Be  sure  and  put  your  mailing  ad- 
dress and  name  of  the  town  on  your  registration  card. 


FOR  SALE 

Late  1946  -13  Cub,  Metal  spars,  221:50  hours  since  en 
gine  overhaul,  65  horsepower  Continental.  J.  V.  Pauley, 
Miles  City,  Montana 

REMEMBER 

Weather  minimums  and  distances  from  clouds  are 
weather  minimums.  not  recommended  flight  conditions.  Giv- 
ing yourself  a greater  margin  is  just  good  flying  ludgement. 

SAFETY  RECORD 

Mid-Continent  Airlines  has  completed  16  years  of  sched- 
uled airline  operations  without  a single  crow  or  passenger 
fatality.  Its  planes  operated  an  estimated  579,913,335  miles 
without  accident  during  the  16  year  pericd. 


AIRLINE  PATTERN  IN  THE  NORTHWEST 

The  directors  for  the  Aeronautics  commissions  of  the 
four  northwest  slates  met  with  city  officials  and  other  avi- 
ation people  in  Boise  at  a dinner  on  November  28th  to  dis- 
cuss recommendations  to"  be  presented  to  the  Civil  Aeronau- 
tics Board  on  a policy  for  planning  an  airplane  route  pai 
tern  for  the  Northwest  continental  United  States.  It  was 
recommended  that  future  airline  development  include  ihree 
levels  of  operation,  1.  Trunk  lines,  2.  Feeder  lines  and  3. 
Rural  routes  serving  small  communities,  with  three  classifi 
cations  of  operation  to  assure  that  operators  of  airlines  r& 
main  within  the  classification  designation.  It  was  reccom- 
mended  that  airline  routes  be  designed  to  service  trade 
areas  rather  than  areas  designated  by  state  boundaries.  The 
dinner  was  sponsored  by  Empire  Airlines,  and  Montana 
representatives  included  Lou  Sineoff  and  Kenneth  Bailey  of 
the  Great  Falls  Chamber  ol  Commerce  and  Frank  Wiley  of 
the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission. 


FLASH  I 

A 26-year-old  British  commercial  airline  pilot  quit  his 
10b  and  became  a street  sweeper  declaring  he  wanted  to 
"do  a job  of  real  service  to  the  community  "’ 

FLYING  MAGAZINE 

CONFIDENCE 

"Look  doctor,"'  the  sick  man  said,  "'the  other  doctors 
disagree  with  you  in  their  diagnosis  of  my  case" 

I know."'  replied  the  doctor,  "but  the  postmortem  will 
show  that  I am  right." 

STATE  DEFENSE 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  presented 
a uniform  plan  for  use  of  civilian  aircraft  in  state  defense  to 
Colonel  E.  K Cheadle.  Director  of  Civilian  Defense  for  Mon- 
tana. 

The  uniform  plan  was  drafted  by  representatives  of  vari- 
ous civilian  aviation  agencies  at  national  level,  including  the 
National  Association  of  State  Aviation  Officials,  Airplane 
Owners  & Pilots  Association,  the  National  Aviation  Trades 
Association,  The  Flying  Farmers,  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Ad- 
ministration. the  Civil  Air  Patrol,  and  the  Aviation  Develop- 
ment & Advisory  Committee. 

The  plan  provides  for  the  use  of  civilian  aircraft  and 
pilots  at  community  level  and  state  level.  All  civilian  avia- 
tion facilities  will  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Stale  Chief  ol 
Aviation  who  will  function  under  the  direction  of  the  Director 
of  Civilian  Defense  for  Montana. 

Pilot  registration  cards  for  1951  will  include  a space  for 
pilots  and  aircraft  owners  to  volunteer  their  services  and  use 
of  their  aircraft  in  slate  defense  operations.  Complete  in- 
formation on  the  details  of  the  plan  will  be  made  available 
at  a later  date  to  all  pilots  In  Montana. 


NO  G.I.  FLIGHT  TRAINING  FOR  PROFESSIONAL  SOLDIERS 

The  Veterans  Administration  has  advised  the  Montana 
Aeronautics  Commission  that  military  personnel  on  active 
duty  are  not  eligible  to  be  approved  for  Veteran  Flight  Train- 
ing Courses. 


AVIATION  FIESTA 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Orlando.  Florida  has  an- 
nounced an  outstanding  fiesta  sponsored  by  that  city,  to- 
gether with  aviation  groups. 

The  fiesta  will  be  held  at  Orlando  on  February  14th  to 
the  20th,  and  will  include  the  dedication  of  a new  terminal 
building,  free  banquet,  and  entertainment.  They  guarantee 
to  show  any  folks  from  up  north  a wonderful  lime. 


WEATHER  FORECAST 

We  all  know  we'll  have  bad  weather.  Consult  the 
Weather  Bureau  as  to  when. 
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